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 WASHINGTON, D.C. ‚ Congressmen John W. Olver (D-1st District), Martin Meehan (D-5th District) and Edward Markey (D-7th District) announced that Congress has approved $3.36 million in federal funding for commuter rail services to benefit residents in the Fitchburg and Leominster area.

  Olver is the Ranking Member (most senior Democrat) of the Appropriations Subcommittee on Transportation, Treasury, Housing and Urban Development (HUD), the Judiciary and District of Columbia (DC) and worked with Congressman Meehan and Markey to secure the funding.

  "Commuter rail access is a significant issue for the residents in the North Central region," Olver said "I am pleased to be able to provide critical funding to make significant infrastructure improvements that will lead to improved travel time and access."

   "This important funding will help lay the ground work for faster, more reliable, and safer commuter rail service for the communities we represent.  Improving commuter rail service will generate both economic and environmental benefits for the region," Congressman Meehan said.  "I appreciate Congressman Olver's leadership on this issue and look forward to working with him as we continue to improve public transportation service in Massachusetts."

  "I want to thank Congressman Olver for his leadership on the Appropriations committee and his commitment to improving commuter rail service in Massachusetts. I look forward to working with our local communities along the Fitchburg line to ensure that their transportation needs are metî said Rep. Markey.

  The funding was included in the FY06 Transportation, Treasury, HUD, the Judiciary and DC Appropriations conference report approved by the House and Senate on Friday, Nov. 18, 2005. The conference report now goes to the presidentís desk to be signed into law.

  The conference report contains the following earmarks:

$2.64 million for a commuter rail line from Fitchburg to Boston  This funding will allow Montachusett Area Regional Transit (MART) to conduct preliminary engineering studies for a commuter rail line from Fitchburg to Boston with the overall goal of reducing the time for rail travel to one hour and increasing the commuter rail ridership by 100 percent. The engineering study will build off the Fitchburg Commuter Line Study that was recently completed by the MBTA which provides a strategy in achieving one hour travel time from Fitchburg to Porter Square.

$720,000 for MARTís North Leominster station parking improvements  These funds are for architectural engineering for construction of a small garage structure on a lot already owned by MART adjacent to the North Leominster station. This structure will be a three story facility for approximately 450 cars. In 2004, construction was completed on the 140-space North Leominster parking lot facility. Currently, the lot reaches capacity two to three times per week. The new parking garage structure would increase parking capacity for the North Leominster station and benefit surrounding communities.

 ###

  For additional information, contact Mohammed Kahn, MART, at 978-345-7711.            
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